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7. In such cases (*'. e., acute mania, etc.), the tongue becomes clearer, 
and the appetite, as a rule, improved by this treatment. 

8. Morphia, so administered, has no marked tendency to cause consti¬ 
pation ; and even in melancholia, by alleviating the misery, and thus 
lessening the waste of nervous force, it predisposes to improvement in 
appetite and digestion. 

9. Vomiting, the only unpleasant symptom apt to occur with the hypo¬ 

dermic treatment, is generally due to over-eating, or digestive disorders 
existing previous to injection, and may, by care as to the time of adminis¬ 
tration, be avoided; and when it happens, is frequently beneficial, rather 
than otherwise. • 

It must, however, be borne in mind, that many of the phenomena re¬ 
ferred to are still sub judice, and that the opinions enunciated, may require 
considerable modification, as the result of further inquiries. 


Lactic Acid as a Hypnotic. —Dr. E. Mendel, Deutsche Med. Wochen- 
schrift. No. 17, April 29, 1875, gives the results of two month’s experi¬ 
ments with lactic acid as a hypnotic, both in his private practice and in 
the Irrenanstalt at Pankow, of which he was the directing physician. 
Preyer, Centralbl. f. d. Med. Wissensch. No. 85, 1875, had previously 
recommended the lactate of soda for the production of sleep, and Lothar 
Meyer had experimented, both with this substance and lactic acid, and 
had come to the conclusion, that they only exceptionally served as a suffi¬ 
cient substitute for the more usual remedies of this class, and that they 
frequently produced disturbances in the digestive' apparatus. 

The lactic acid used by Mendel was administered, for the most part, by 
injection, diluted with water and sufficient carbonate of soda added to 
make the mixture neutral, and avoid severe rectal irritation. The dose 
was between five and twenty grammes (=■ from 75—300 grs). 

Dr. Mendel concludes from his experience, that lactic acid is an effi¬ 
cient, sleep-producing agent in many cases, though not in all, and this 
last, may also be said of morphia and chloral. In cases where pain is 
the cause, or accompaniment of sleeplessness, lactic acid is not indicated. 
It is recommended, on the other hand: 

(1) In insomnia, occurring in the course of general asthenic, diseased 
conditions, such as commonly occurs during . convalescence of serious 
disease. 

(2) For the quieting or calming of the insanity, especially the painfully 
irritating forms. 

(3) Experimentally, its methodic employment is recommended in cer¬ 
tain psychic disorders, in which the exact indications for future treatment 
are still in reserve. 


Sub-cutaneous Injections of Digitaline,— Witkowsky, Drntsch. Arch, 
f. hlin. Medicin. (abstr. in Revue des Sci. Medicates) practiced the sub¬ 
cutaneous administration of digitaline on four insane patients, using a 
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Periscope. 

solution in water and glycerine, and a dose of about ^ of a grain. No 
results were obtained on temperature, pulse, or quantity of urine; the 
results were completely negative. Some inconveniences were experi¬ 
enced, however, from the injections, painful inflammations and tedious, 
lasting abc esses. 

These results are quite different from those reported by Otto in a previ¬ 
ous number of the same journal, who obtained positive results from digi- 
taline injections, on the pulse, temperature, etc. 


The Effects of Strychnia on the Healthy and the Diseased 
Eye.— By Dr. Hippel. The experiments of the author made upon him- 
self, had for an end the knowledge, whether strychnia produced an aug¬ 
mentation of visual sensibility, and whether it developed any subjective 
visual phenomena of light and color. Strychnia was administered by 
sub-cutaneous injections, six of which were made in the temporal region, 
and one in the fore arm. The doses varied from two to four milligrammes, 
and the phenomena observed, were as follows: 

1. Augmentation of the peripheral sensibility to the color blue. 

2. Temporary increase of the visual power. 

3. A clearer perception of peripheral points. 

4. Durable enlargement of the visual field. 

The result of the author’s experiments on the diseased eye, is that 
strychnia produces on the optic nerve, the same effects as those attributed 
to the constant electric current on the other nerves. Strychnia may still 
have a very powerful effect on the atrophied optic nerve, even in cases 
where other means are inefficacious. (Gaz. Med. Ital. Lombard) La France 
Medicate, No. 31. 


The Combined Use of Morphia and Atropia in Spasmodic Asthma. 
—Dr. G. Oliver in the Practitioner for February, gives his experience in 
the use of the combination of morphia and atropia, by sub-cutaneous in¬ 
jection in spasmodic asthma. He maintains that they are superior to 
morphia alone, in that their good effect is more speedy and complete, and 
that they produce no gastric disturbance, that they can be safely used, 
very frequently without injury to the general health, both as a prophylac¬ 
tic and as a curative means, and that the injections are followed by very 
speedy relief, five, and at the farthest twenty minutes being sufficient to 
produce relief. 


Pupillary Modifications Produced by Therapeutic Agents.—D r. 
Fernand Leblanc passes in review the medicines that act on the pupil; he 
shows that in certain cases, these modifications may guide the physician 
in the administration of certain drugs: morphia, as has been shown by 



